A Reading from the Wisdom of Solomon

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,

and no torment will ever touch them.

In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,

and their departure was thought to be a disaster,

and their going from us to be their destruction;

but they are at peace.

For though in the sight of others they were punished,

their hope is full of immortality.

Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
like gold in the furnace he tried them,

and like a sacrificial burnt-offering he accepted them.

In the time of their visitation they will shine forth,

and will run like sparks through the stubble.

They will govern nations and rule over peoples,

and the Lord will reign over them for ever.

Those who trust in him will understand truth,

and the faithful will abide with him in love,

because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,

and he watches over his elect.

The Word of the Lord

Wisdom of Solomon 3: 1-9



A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

The Word of the Lord

Romans 14:7-9



A Reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—

if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the

glory about to be revealed to us.

The Word of the Lord

Romans 8:14-18



A Reading from Romans

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so

we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united
with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.
For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.

The Word of the Lord

Romans 6.3-9



A Reading from the Revelation to John

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

‘See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.’

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, | am making all things new.’
Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to
me, ‘It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the

thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.

The Word of the Lord

Revelation 21: 1-6a



A Reading form Lamentations

For the Lord will not
reject for ever.
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
for he does not willingly afflict

or grieve anyone.

The Word of the Lord

Lamentations 3.31-33



A Reading form prophet Isaiah

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.

The Word of the Lord

Isaiah 61.1-3



A Reading form Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians

Listen, | will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on
imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When
this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts
on immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’
‘Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?’
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks

be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord

1 Corinthians 15:51-57



A Reading from the first letter of John

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does
not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see

him as he is.

The Word of the Lord

1 John 3:1-2



